Northwest District
Of the Connecticut Junior Soccer Association

March 18, 2026, Heritage Hotel, Southbury, CT

Attendees: Nelson Dovale (New Milford), Jason Gazzido (New Milford), Mike Losh & Dan McGuirk (Woodbury-Bethlehem), Chris Kennan (Pomperaug), Dyan Combes (Highlander), Jen Gode & Kim Hotchkiss (Terryville), Jeff Hepp (Thomaston), Diego Merino (New Fairfield), Ricardo Schmidt (CT Impact), Dave Shannon (Litchfield), Patrick Owen (Torrington), Jenna Hubbard (Shepaug), Mark Zaccagnini (Watertown), Kristin Swati (Northwest United),  Anthony Raymundo (EC Soccer), Paul Maloney (Wolcott, District VP), Karen Puskas (Admin), Dave Brouillette (State Rep), Corrado Perugini (Disc), John Hester (Referee), Scott Shakley (District Registrar), Rich Zimmerman (District League Commissioner).

Not in attendance: Danbury, Brookfield, Winsted

Call to order: The meeting was called to order at 7:32 pm by Karen Puskas

Minutes: Motion was made by Corrado Perugini (Watertown) to approve the minutes from January 2026. Seconded by Dyan Combes (Highlander).  All in favor.  Motion passed.

Treasurer’s Report:  Karen stated we are about 6,600 in the red for the current fiscal year but there are several outstanding debts due to the district and team registration is not complete.  Bank account is good with about $60K. 

Registrar Report: Scott requested to get rosters in as you go and not wait until the last minute.  There is no simple way to name a player a primary player or multi-player roster so Scott asked to do the right thing in abiding by policy.
· Players transferring from another club need to complete transfer request prior to being added to roster
· Please make sure registrar contacts are correct in Affiliation report.
· International Clearance process when applicable will be sent to Registrars
· Please check for coaches/admins that may have expired Risk Management.  Anyone scheduled to expire during the season year expired.  Coaches that only participate in the spring may have expired.  Get ahead of it, please.

State Report: Dave reported that there is a state grant program through CJSA for all clubs to apply for.  CJSA has taken interest from investments and created a program to help clubs with amenities.  There is approximately $100k up for grabs.  Clubs can contact CJSA for more information on how to apply and the terms.

CJSA will be moving over to the Playmetrics system for the fall of 2026.  All clubs are being contacted by Playmetrics for turn over from Sports Connect/Blue Sombrero.  Clubs may use the Sports Connect system most likely through December of 2026 but then it will go away.  If clubs choose to do so for the fall of 2026, they will have to upload player registrations to the Playmetrics system for CJSA.  It is recommended to make the switch as soon as soon as you decide.  There are still many questions about Playmetrics like whether all information will be migratable from Sports Connect and if player’s data like birth certificates will be transferred as well.  All up in the air.  Dave suggested having an April meeting with a rep from Playmetrics for the clubs to go over things since several clubs conduct fall registration beginning in May.

Referee Report: John stated that re-certification and registration are still open.  Right now there is a deficit on returning referees who have not re-certified (about 1,000).  There is a currently a big push on referee mentoring.  John reminded all to look for the green badge on referee uniforms which signifies a youth referee (minor).  

All Star Game:  New Milford has agreed once again to host the all star game for graduating 8th graders.  It will be held at New Milford High School on Saturday, June 20th.  Nelson will be in touch with clubs about times, uniforms, players and such.

Commissioner Report: Rich presented District leagues for spring 2025 season.


Respectfully submitted,
Karen Puskas


